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Synopsis

Have you avoided travel with your child with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) because you were
concerned that the demands of travel would be too much for him or you? If so, you are not alone.
Travel can be scary and overwhelming for parents and children alike. Many children with ASD
struggle with transitions, changes in their daily routine, visiting novel places, meeting new people,
and interacting in social situations. As educators of children with ASD we have found that planning
and preparation are essential to prepare a child with ASD. Autism & Travel is a step-by-step guide
that helps you plan and prepare for travel. We provide you with the tools, skills, and supports
necessary to make travel not only possible, but a rewarding and enriching experience. We have
drawn and adapted from Chapter 3 of our first book, Starbrite Traveler: A Travel Resource for
Parents of Children with Special Needs, the strategies and interactive activities needed to meet the
unique needs of children with ASD. By following our clear and concise steps, you will learn how to
apply strategies that have proven to be effective with children with special needs. First we identify
travel concerns parents have shared with us. Next we address those concerns by applying
strategies that have an evidence-base to change behavior and/or teach children new skills. To
reinforce skills, we follow up with activities to practice with your child before and during vacation.
Additionally, we address the important aspect of safety, and include interactive illustrated scenarios
and activities to teach and reinforce safety with your child. In the final chapter, we look at autism
friendly attractions, hotels, and ski resorts throughout the United States that offer unique programs

with special provisions to meet the needs of children with ASD.
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Ms. Jones earned a Masters of Social Work from Rutgers University as well as a B.A. in Special
Education from Georgian Court University. She is currently a social worker in the New Jersey public
school system. A former special education teacher, mental health therapist, lead counselor of a
therapeutic foster care program, and team leader for an alternative high school for classified
students, Ms. Jones has extensive experience working with children with special needs as well as
their families. Ms. Jones lives in New Jersey with her husband and daughters. Ms. Keiper is dually
certified as Teacher of the Handicapped and Elementary Education. She earned a B.A. from
Georgian Court University. Ms. Keiper, a highly qualified teacher, educated children with disabilities
for thirty years in New Jersey public schools. She wrote district curriculum for special education, and
acted as teacher coordinator for her department. Her compassion and professionalism earned her
Ag¢a -A“Teacher of the Year.A¢a -A- Over the years Ms. Keiper has fostered close relationships
with her students and parents. She lives in New Jersey with her husband and two sons. Emily A.
Jones, Ph. D, BCBA-D, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology at Queens
College. Dr. Jones teaches courses in applied behavior analysis and developmental disabilities.
She also provides training and technical assistance to families, school districts, and other service
providers to support children with developmental disabilities in inclusive settings. Dr.

JonesA¢a -4,¢s research involves the development and demonstration of interventions to address
early emerging core deficits in young children with developmental disabilities such as autism and

Down syndrome.

This is a terrific, easy to read book, packed with useful information. These professional educators
have done all the research and they lay it out so it is informative and accessible for parents. |

especially like the section on teacing safety.

Kudos to the authors. The book was delightful and very helpful. | shared it with my co workers . It

was especially helpful to a few famillies with special needs children. Thanks, keep on writing
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